
Careers That Require a College Degree
Piloting & Flight Operations

Airline Pilot — $80,000–$300,000+ (degree recommended, ATP required)
Military Pilot — $70,000–$120,000+ (officer commission requires a degree)
Air Traffic Controller — $70,000–$180,000 (degree or equivalent education required)

Engineering & Design
Aerospace Engineer — $80,000–$130,000
Mechanical Engineer (Aviation/Aerospace) — $75,000–$120,000
Avionics Engineer — $85,000–$130,000
Systems Engineer — $85,000–$135,000
Software Engineer (Avionics/Flight Systems) — $90,000–$140,000

Airport & Aviation Management
Airport Manager — $70,000–$130,000 (degree preferred)
Aviation Safety Inspector — $75,000–$120,000
Airline Operations Manager — $80,000–$140,000 (degree preferred)

Space & Emerging Technologies
Astronaut — $100,000–$170,000+ (advanced STEM degree required)
Satellite Engineer — $85,000–$140,000
Cybersecurity Specialist (Aerospace Systems) — $85,000–$135,000

Support & STEM Careers
Meteorologist (Aviation Weather) — $70,000–$120,000
Human Factors Specialist — $80,000–$125,000
STEM Educator (Aviation/Aerospace Focus) — $50,000–$90,000
Logistics & Supply Chain Specialist — $60,000–$110,000 (degree preferred)

Careers That Do Not Require a College Degree
Piloting & Flight Operations

Commercial Pilot (Charter, Cargo, Corporate) — $60,000–$150,000 (licenses essential)
Flight Instructor — $45,000–$90,000 (CFI certificate required)

Aircraft Maintenance & Technical Services
Aircraft Mechanic (A&P Technician) — $60,000–$120,000+
Avionics Technician — $55,000–$90,000
Flight Test Technician — $60,000–$100,000
UAS/Drone Technician — $50,000–$85,000

Space & Emerging Technologies
Spacecraft Technician — $60,000–$95,000
Drone/UAV Pilot (Commercial/Defense) — $55,000–$110,000

Airport & Aviation Management
Operations Specialist — $50,000–$85,000

Need additional career
mentoring?  Connect with

an Aviation/Aerospace
Career Mentor here or visit
www.winchesteraviation.org
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